
 

 

 

 

 

Whitchurch Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Specific area of learning and development 

Literacy 

 It’s important for children to discover phonemic awareness – the ability to 

hear and identify different words and sounds, and also to start reading and 

writing. Literacy development involves encouraging children to link sounds and 

letters and to begin to read and write. Children must be given access to a wide 

range of reading materials (books, poems and other written materials) to ignite 

their interest and spark a love of reading. In Willow, we believe that all our 

children can become fluent readers and writers. This is why we teach reading 

through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and 

synthetic phonics programme. We start teaching phonics in Willow and follow 

the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures 

children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering 

phonics to read and spell as they move through school. 

 

As a result, all our children are able to tackle any unfamiliar words as they 

read. In Willow, we also model the application of the alphabetic code through 

phonics in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the phonics 

lesson and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on language 

development for our children because we know that speaking and listening are 

crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects. 

 

https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files

